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and their objective, and continued their march, thus gaining
the honour of the day, even though most of their baggage
was plundered in their rear by the enemy. Fornovo was the
first occasion on which a standing army was tested in battle,
and the results showed very distinctly how much greater was
its power than that of the kind of troops hitherto employed.
This expedition of Charles VIII into Italy, although it was
so barren of immediate results, had gieat ultimate conse-
quences, and was a turning point in the history of Europe.
Michelet says that it awas no less than the levelation of Italy
to the nations of the north " It ushered in that new eia al-
ready mentioned, in which the northern nations were to oust
the Italian states from the foremost place in the politics of
Europe, a process which was accompanied by a state of almost
constant war in Italy.

During the eighteen years that followed Florence sternly
kept the Medici out of her territories, and foiled all schemes
for their return. It was made death to be found guilty of
attempting to lestore that family, and in 1497 old Bernardo
de Nero, who was seventy-two years of age and had been
three times Gonfaloniere, being found guilty of this offence,
<vias beheaded.7

This period (1494-1512), which in a history relating to
the Medici power in Florence it is convenient to call the
"Interregnum," and which covers the pontificates of Popes
Alexander VI and Julius II, was an eventful one in the
history of Italy and of Europe. But Florence, her destinies
no longer swayed by the family which had known how to
make their country strong and powerful, took an altogether
insignificant part in these events, more so than any other
state in Italy, whilst the struggle of contending nations was
taking place all round her she was entirely occupied in
ignoble turmoils over domestic politics. She suffered severely
in consequence, having to endure heavy taxation in order
to pay subsidies now to one and now to another of th', com-